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Abstract

In this paper, we use the multi-region version of a detailed bottom-up model, MARKAL,
to explore avenues for reducing the cost of GHG abatement in North America through
energy and emission trading. The setting of the study is the recent Kyoto Protocol, of
which Canada and the US are signatories. We consider two alternate levels of Joint
Mitigation, the first within North America, the second broadened to include a non-Annex I
country, India. Results indicate overall savings of up to CDN$53 billion (NPV over a 40
year horizon) with North American cooperation, and of about CDN$385 billion when
India is included. Inter-regional exchanges and energy policy implications in each region
are discussed in some detail.
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1. Introduction
Canada and USA are signatories to the Kyoto Protocol of December 1997 (UNFCCC,
1997), along with more than 100 other countries. If the treaty is ratified, the two countries
will have to curb their anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions (CO2 equivalent of six
gases listed in Annex A of the Protocol) so that their average annual emission over the 5
year period 2008-2012 will not exceed those of 1990 minus a fixed percentage (equal to
7% for the USA and 6% for Canada). In order to satisfy the protocol, policy makers will
need to answer many questions, such as: Should all reductions be accomplished within each
respective country or partly by Joint Mitigation with other countries? What are the sectors
and subsectors of the Canadian and US economies that will be asked to effect reductions,
and by what amounts? What is the cost of abatement? What are the Policy instruments (e.g.
carbon tax, tradeable permits, regulations) that should be chosen to induce the desired
abatement in each sector? These questions are daunting, and there is little time to decide
what to do, since the present state of Canadian and US GHG emissions (which exceed 1990
emissions by several percentage points) is no cause for optimism.
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In this research we attempt answers at several of these questions, with a focus on the
efficient allocation of emission reductions to a group of geographical entities (countries
or provinces), so as to reach a common group reduction target. Joint Mitigation (JM) is
defined here as a generalization of the Joint Implementation (JI) and the Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) concepts described in the Kyoto Protocol. The Clean
Development Mechanism (Article 12 of the Protocol) envisages the cooperation between
Annex I nations (which are required to limit the emissions) and non-Annex I nations, such
as we have assumed between Canada and India in this research. The CDM is assorted with a
number of guidelines and restrictions which we do not explicitly model here. Regarding
cooperation between annex I countries, the most prominent example has been the agreement
between the 15 European Union countries.  Therefore, our experiment borrows from both
the CDM and the JI provisions of the Protocol, and generalizes them. One practical
difficulty of JM as defined here, also present in the CDM mechanism, is that it is unclear
what would constitute a ‘reduction’ of Indian (or any other non-Annex I country)
emissions, since there is no generally recognized base against which to measure such a
reduction (contrary to Canada or USA, where the base for measuring reductions is the
1990 emission level). This difficulty should not be cause for abandoning the JM
approach, insofar as JM can potentially bring considerable cost savings, as will be
established in this paper. We will therefore define our own ‘reasonable’ base case
scenario for India, in order to operationalize the subsequent reductions that can be
effected there, and traded with the other two countries.

The aim of this research is limited to finding the cost-effective joint mitigation strategy to
achieve a common mitigation target. In this regard, our work provides valuable insights into
the common mitigation strategy, identification of sectors and technologies where
cooperation can be most effective, and quantification of long-term benefits.  The sharing of
benefits and the specific mechanisms of technology transfers - two issues which are of
considerable concern within the north-south debate - are addressed incompletely, since they
fall outside the immediate research agenda of this paper.

The preceding discussion clearly shows that our work is of a prospective nature, meant to
analyze the potential merit of JM, rather than to make firm recommendations. The
insights gained should be useful in examining future extensions and complements to the
Kyoto Protocol.

The analysis is based on five advanced, detailed MARKAL bottom-up models of the energy
systems of three Canadian provinces (Ontario, Quebec, and Alberta, accounting for 73% of
Canadian GHG emissions), the US, and India. The five models have been developed
independently by national research teams, and recently harmonized by the authors. The
scope of the study is quite broad, and includes the analysis of the merit of Joint Mitigation
under various scenarios. Each scenario examines a particular level of cooperation between
the players, materialized by the trading of GHG emission permits and/or energy between
them. By comparing scenarios that allow or disallow these two types of cooperation, we are
able to compute the net advantage of trading.

It is clear that from a conceptual viewpoint, JM is not different from an emission permit
trading system limited to the group of countries in the study. The phrase ‘permit trading’
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will therefore often be used in this article, although it is not our intention to examine the
detailed implementation aspects of such a system3.

The value of our research also depends on how well our choice of the three countries
represents the entire set of countries, as far as the GHG issue is concerned. Ideally, the study
should include all the main emitters of GHG around the world. On the other hand, since we
wanted to retain the technological and sectoral detail of each national or provincial system,
we had to limit the study to a small subset of countries, for the sake of computational
feasibility. This research should thus be seen as a first step in the modeling and analysis of a
much larger set of countries. However, our choice is not arbitrary, as we observe that
Canada and the US represent a significant fraction of Annex I economies and GHG
emissions, and that India is a fair representative of non-Annex I countries as well. This
claim is supported by the demographic and economic statistics in Table 1, which show that
the Annex I and non-Annex I sets of countries are fairly, if not exactly represented by our
subsets.
In section 2, the methodology is outlined, and the three models are briefly described, as well
as the scenarios. In section 3, we present and analyze the results obtained, and we conclude
in section 4.

2. Methodology: the MARKAL Modeling system

2.1 General features
MARKAL models have existed since 1982 (Fishbone and Abilock, 1981) and have been
modified and considerably augmented since then (Berger et al., 1992, Loulou and
Lavigne, 1996, Kanudia and Loulou, 1998). In this research, we have used the most
advanced version of the model, developed and maintained by the Energy Technology
Systems Analysis Programme (ETSAP), of which the authors are active members.

MARKAL is a detailed technological bottom-up model4 that computes a dynamic partial
equilibrium5 on energy technology markets over an 8 period horizon. Each period covers
5 years, so that the horizon consists of 40 years. In our study, the periods are centred at
years 1995, 2000, 2005, .., 2030. The model uses a detailed, explicit technological
description of a region’s Reference Energy/Environment System (RES), i.e. a set of
activities that have energy or environmental inputs and/or outputs. The RES includes the
sources, transformation, transport, and end-uses of energy forms, as well as a set of
disaggregated economic demands in all sectors and sub-sectors of the economy. Each
                                                

3 An excellent discussion of permit trading systems is contained in chapter 11 of the Second Assessment Report of the
Working Group III of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, 1996).

4 However, contrary to traditional bottom-up models, MARKAL assumes that economic demands are elastic to their
own prices. This feature takes MARKAL some distance toward closing the gap between bottom-up and top-down
models.

5 A dynamic partial equilibrium ensures that the market’s demands are satisfied at each period at certain prices
computed endogenously. In MARKAL, the prices are equal to the marginal values of the energy and material forms
present in the model. However, these marginal prices are not necessarily those of a pure deregulated market, since the
model may well include many market imperfections (such as imposed market share limits, taxes/subsidies) that the
user chooses to include.
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technology is described by its technical parameters (mix of inputs and outputs, efficiency,
physical lifetime, availability date, etc.), and by a set of economic parameters, such as its
acquisition cost, annual fixed cost, variable costs, bounds on market shares, etc. In
addition, each technology has a so-called ‘residual capacity’ at the beginning of the
horizon (1993 in our case), indicating the initially existing capacity and its future profile
of abandonment. Residual capacities constitute an accurate and detailed description of the
RES as it exists at the initial period.

The technologies are inter-related by flows of energy carriers, materials, and other
commodities. Among these flows, atmospheric emissions play a particular role, as they
are often the subject of scenarios. In fact, environmental considerations have led to a
significant increase of the technological database, as many technologies are specifically
devoted to emission abatement. In fine, GHG emission reduction may be achieved via
energy and technology replacements, conservation measures, industrial process switching,
and endogenous reduction of certain economic demands, as explained in the next
paragraph. Note that the removal and long term sequestration of GHG is not modeled in
our current databases.

In MARKAL, economic demands (e.g. number of apartments to heat, kilometres of urban
car travel, or tonnes of aluminum to produce) are specified exogenously only for the base
scenario. When other scenarios are run, the demands may be altered endogenously by the
model, since they are elastic to their own prices6. As already noted, this confers greater
economic scope to the model, and captures a great deal of the interaction between the
energy system and the economy (see Loulou and Lavigne, 1996, for a more substantial
discussion of this point).

A MARKAL model run is fully determined by four types of data: the technological
database, the demand scenario, the prices of imported energy forms, and the
environmental scenario. We will discuss constructed scenarios in the next section.

The ‘engine’ used to compute the partial equilibrium is Linear Programming. The
objective function minimized is the sum of direct costs (investment, O&M, variable costs,
taxes/subsidies) and of the loss of consumer surplus resulting from any change in the
demand levels compared to the base case. The physical, logical, financial, and policy
conditions of the RES are represented by constraints in the L.P. (equalities and
inequalities). A typical MARKAL model may have from 5,000 to more than 12,000
constraints, depending to the level of detail and the number of periods.

MARKAL has two additional capabilities which give it much flexibility, namely the
handling of uncertain events (Kanudia and Loulou, 1998, Loulou and Kanudia, 1997),
and the multi-regional feature (Loulou et al., 1996). In this study, we have not modeled

                                                

6 Since the price of a particular demand is also endogenously determined in the model, a special mathematical device is
used to implement the price-demand relationship, see Loulou and Lavigne (1996) for details. In this project, we have
actually deactivated the elastic demand feature, so as to obtain a purely technological response from the various
energy systems to the environmental constraints.
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uncertainties. O
n the other hand, the m

ulti-regional feature plays a central role in our
scenarios: it allow

s several M
A

R
K

A
L m

odels representing different regions to be m
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into a single m
odel, w

ith a single joint objective function to m
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ize, and w
ith special

exchange variables representing the trading of various com
m

odities betw
een the regions.

W
hen form

ing the joint objective function, the user m
ay choose to sim

ply add the costs of
each region, or m

ay form
 a w

eighted sum
 of these costs, in order to reflect the difference

in the w
elfare functions of the regions being assem

bled. O
ur assum

ptions in this context
are given in section 3.

T
he five regional M
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R
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A

L m
odels: a brief description

T
he detailed descriptions of the databases have appeared in previous publications (for

exam
ple, see Loulou et al., 1996). F

igure 1 is a synthetic view
 of the O

ntario R
eference

E
nergy S

ystem
 (R

E
S

), indicating the level of disaggregation in each sub-sector, via the
num

ber of technologies used to describe it. T
he other four m

odels are of quite com
parable

size and detail, w
ith som
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hat less end-use detail in the A

lberta and India m
odels. A

ll
five 

m
odels 

are 
nevertheless 

m
uch 

m
ore 

detailed 
than 

the 
global 

m
odels 

used 
for

international m
itigation in the extant literature.

It is w
orth stressing here som

e technological assum
ptions built into the five databases. In

general, it m
ay be said that the five m

odels have very com
parable sets of technologies,

w
henever these technologies are not geography-specific (such as hydroelectricity, or solar

potential, etc.). F
or instance, natural gas fuel cells, transportation vehicles, or electric

baseboard space heaters are m
odeled identically in all system

s. H
ow

ever, there is one
im

portant exception to this: nuclear electricity generation, w
hich has been allow

ed in
India and C

anada, but not in the U
S

A
, for reasons that are socio-political m

ore than
technical. In C

anada, the im
plem

entation of new
 nuclear plants is authorized only in 2020

and later, w
hereas in India, it m

ay start as early as 2010.

2.2 A
ssum

ptions and S
cenarios

T
he scenarios are built around tw

o sets of assum
ptions. O

ne set pertains to the future
econom

ic outlook and the other to the carbon m
itigation level and trading strategies.
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w
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for 
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econom
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dem

ands and w
orld energy prices. In C

anada and the U
S

, the underlying assum
ption is

that G
D

P
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s at a m
oderate rate until 2020, and then slow
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n. T

he rates vary
slightly across the three C

anadian provinces and the U
S

, but rem
ain w
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 bracket until 2020, and w
ithin the 1.7-2.0 bracket after that date. O
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and segm
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n specific grow
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heavy industrial dem
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m
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ed governm
ent forecasts to establish
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th rates. T
he prices of crude oil and gas converge in 2005, and on

average grow
 at 1%

 /yr. until 2010, and then stagnate at their 2010 levels.

T
he story is quite different for India. F

ollow
ing the econom

ic liberalization policies, the
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m

arket-oriented 
transform
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past 

is 
thus
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 future trends and scenarios. W
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for 
dem
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w
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via 
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saturation level for the param
eter being estim

ated. T
he logistic curve is appropriate for

such estim
ates in the developing countries w

ith rapidly rising initial trend follow
ed by a

saturating trend. T
hese projections correspond to a continuation of the current trend

observed in annual grow
th of G

D
P

 (around 6-7%
 per year), saturating to an annual

grow
th rate of 2 percent by the end of the next century.

E
m

ission C
onstraints

T
h

e
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+
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e

t:   C
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rotocol target for 2010 (i.e. 94%

 of the 1990
em

ission level in C
anada and 93%

 in the U
S

), extrapolated to 80%
 of 1990 em

issions in
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m
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are interpolated linearly.

C
ooperation S

cenarios
F
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bination of
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H
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ission reduction, the possibility of electricity trade
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een the regions (i.e. betw
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S
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H
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he scenarios are described in T
able 2

below
.
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1. 

P
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g
:  T

he price at w
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its are sold is not directly relevant to the
determ

ination of the globally optim
al strategy, since w

hen several m
odels are jointly

optim
ized, the revenues and paym

ents cancel out. H
ow

ever, a price is quite essential
in ensuring a realistic allocation of the benefits of joint m

itigation. In the results
presented in section 3, perm

its are priced at their m
arginal value

7 in the corresponding
optim
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 solution. S

uch a pricing schem
e is com

patible w
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3. The multi-region Objective function: Simply adding the three country wise costs (after
converting to a common currency via the market exchange rate) amounts to assuming
that the three countries have comparable utility functions. We have made this
assumption in the scenarios run in this research. In a side study, not reported here, we
had put a weight of 4 (rather than 1) on the relative utility of a dollar in India. The
conclusions reported in this article have proved to be quite robust to the inclusion of
this factor, as the emission trading reduced only by about 20%. The value of 4 is not
fully justified, but is close to the current Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) of a dollar in
India compared to Canada or the US. While we do not claim that this method is
totally exempt of criticism, we believe that it represents a useful sensitivity analysis
on the JM principle. The difficulty of choosing a multiplier is further compounded by
several factors: the PPP may be widely different in different sectors of the economy,
and furthermore, it is not known how the PPP will evolve over the next 40 years. The
use of a Multi Regional General Equilibrium model would alleviate some of these
difficulties, since the weights assigned to the regions would be endogenously
determined (see Manne and Rutherford, 1994). However, such an approach would
make the models non-linear and unwieldy, given the size of our databases.

4. Provisions under the Kyoto Protocol: Kyoto Protocol allows the cooperation as
modeled under the Kyoto-CU scenario. However, the involvement of developing
countries is restricted to approaches like the CDM through specific projects. Such
arrangements, unless strategically coordinated under a very long-term cooperation
plan, may turn out to be marginal and far from the most cost-effective strategy. What
we model in the Kyoto-CUI scenario is a long-term and strategic cooperation between
North America and India. Once a Base Case scenario for Indian emissions has been
defined and agreed upon, any reduction of Indian GHG emissions below that base line
may be used by Annex I countries (Canada and the US in our case) to reduce their
own commitment under the Kyoto Protocol, in exchange for monetary compensation
to India via permit purchase.

5. Model size and computational time: The scenarios described above lead to LP models
with about 45,000 rows and 60,000 columns. Most of these were solved in less than
10 minutes using the interior point solver of CPLEX-5, on a PC with a 400 MHz
processor.

3. Results and Analysis

3.1 Mitigation Costs (All dollars are Canadian 1995 dollars).

An important global indicator of the severity of the Kyoto Protocol is the total discounted
cost incurred by a country to meet its obligations under the protocol. These costs are
shown in the top section of Table 3, as additional (relative to the base case) total costs
incurred by each country under each scenario. These costs include the direct costs
incurred within the energy system, minus revenues accrued, plus payments for net permit
and energy purchases. Without any international cooperation, the Kyoto+ target (Protocol
plus the post-2012 assumptions of this paper) costs 52.7 Billion or the equivalent of about
0.4 % of the discounted GDP for Canada and 654 Billion or 0.4 % of GDP for the US8.
                                                

8 The percentages of GDP are provided only to give a sense of scale of the costs. The net impact on GDP is
not computed by our models.
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The lower section of Table 3 indicates the cost savings resulting from cooperative Joint
Mitigation scenarios: thus, the Canada-US cooperation results in an overall saving of $53
Billion. A third of this goes to Canada and the rest to USA. This split is based on the
assumption that prices of the endogenously traded commodities, namely GHG permits,
Electricity and Gas, are equal to their marginal values. North American cooperation
reduces the US costs by about 2% and the Canadian by about 25%. The reason for this
asymmetry of the benefits accrued to each country lies in the fact that Canada exports
significant amounts of electricity under Kyoto+, thus cashing substantial revenues from
the USA.

The situation is dramatically altered when India is allowed in the JM agreement (scenario
CUI). In this scenario, savings compared to NC amount to $385 Billion globally for the
three countries, split as follows: the USA cuts down its cost by $221 Billion (i.e. more
than 30% of its cost in the NC scenario), and Canada reduces its cost by $24 Billion (35%
of NC costs). India obtains a net benefit of $140 Billion, which represents about 0.6 % of
its discounted GDP. The incremental benefit from the three-country joint mitigation for
Canada is smaller than that for the US. This is due to the large decrease in electricity and
gas exports from Canada to USA when India becomes a JM partner, as can be seen from
Figure 4 and Figure 5.

The marginal costs of GHG abatement (Table 4) show another facet of the cooperation: in
the Canada-US scenario, the marginal cost always lies between the NC marginal costs of
Canada and the US. This is because JM “equalizes” the abatement options of the two
countries.

Note that the marginal abatement cost is distinctly lower with Indian cooperation, even
after a substantial export of emission permits by that country. One of the reasons is the
continuous build-up of technology stock due to high economic growth throughout the
model horizon. This makes large abatement possible with different investments rather
than additional ones. For example, under Kyoto scenarios without India, the power sector
investments in USA are about 70% higher than the base case. Cooperation with India
reduces this figure to about 40%. But the cooperation results in almost no additional
investment in the Indian power sector.

3.2  Emission and Energy Trading
Emission and energy trading cannot be dissociated, since they play similar roles9 toward
the attainment of the Kyoto+ target.  Overall, the Kyoto target induces large changes in
the energy trade between Canada and the US, and JM introduces large emission trading as
well.

Under the North American cooperation scenario (CU), Canada buys GHG permits from
USA for the first ten years and sells permits to the US in later years (Figure 2). However,
it sells electricity to the US during the whole horizon (Figure 4), and it increases its

                                                

9 Exporting hydroelectricity reduces emissions in the importing country and does not increase them much in the
producing country. This explanation extends to natural gas exports only if gas displaces other fossil fuels with more
carbon content, e.g. coal or oil.
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scenario 
(F

igure 
8).
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C
onversely, the share of non-fossil based electricity (renew

ables plus nuclear) w
hich has

a decreasing trend in the base case, reaches on average close to 90%
 in the post-2010

period under the K
yoto scenarios w

ithout 
India 

(the 
rem

aining 
10%

 
is 

gas 
based).

C
ooperation w

ith India results in significantly higher gas based electricity generation in
the post-2010 period. O

n average, it contributes about 20%
, w

hich is nearly double its
base case share. N

orth A
m

erican cooperation results in hydro and nuclear capacities
approaching 68 and 31 G

W
 respectively, by year 2020. U

nder cooperation w
ith India, the

cost incentive for electricity exports and local G
H

G
 abatem

ent eases, and the nuclear
capacity trajectory reverts to the base case, i.e. no fresh investm

ent. T
his is an im

portant
finding for C

anada, since the acceptability of nuclear is far from
 being established in that

country.

 A
s the electricity generation sector is already relatively "clean" in C

anada, it alone is not
enough to reach the reduction target set in this research. T

ransportation accounts for
about 26%

 of the aggregate final energy consum
ption, and the technological and land

resources required to support substitution of oil w
ith alcohol fuels exist. T

hese tw
o facts

together m
ake the transportation sector a strong candidate for reducing G

H
G

 em
issions.

S
ignificant penetration of alcohol fuels begins only in year 2010, and it m

eets betw
een 13

and 22%
 of the entire transportation energy needs in the post-K

yoto period (F
igure 9),

depending on the level of cooperation.

U
S

A
In the base case, the average annual em

issions in the post 2010 period (F
igure 10)

increase 
by 

21%
 

over 
the 

1990 
level. 

U
nder 

K
yoto+

 
w

ithout 
any 

cooperation, 
the

corresponding em
issions are about 13%

 below
 the 1990 level. T

he reductions are m
ainly

effected through the substitution of coal w
ith natural gas, renew

able electricity, and
biom

ass at the prim
ary energy level (F

igure 11). T
he em

ission trajectory under the K
yoto

agreem
ent scenario does not change m

arkedly under cooperation w
ith C

anada. H
ow

ever,
under cooperation w

ith India, the average annual post-2010 em
issions are 2%

 below
 the

1990 level. T
herefore, even under Indian cooperation, the U

S
 still effects m

ore than 70%
of its em

ission abatem
ent on its ow

n territory.

T
he electricity generation sector brings about the bulk of the G

H
G

 em
ission reduction.

T
he contribution of coal based electricity decreases from

 an average of 50%
 under the

base case to under 4%
 in the post-2010 period under the K

yoto scenarios w
ithout India

(F
igure 12). S

ignificant prem
ature abandonm

ent of coal based capacity is observed in
later years. T

he gap is filled by electricity from
 natural gas fuel cells and non-hydro

renew
able sources (w

ind and solar). C
ooperation w

ith India prolongs the coal based
electricity production, and reduces the penetration of fuel cells and other renew

able
sources. H

ow
ever, as w

as observed for C
anada, the gas based electricity generation is the

highest under cooperation w
ith India. It supplies alm

ost half the electricity dem
and in the

post-2010 period. T
his is not surprising, as natural gas is quite a good w

ay to abate G
H

G
em

issions w
hen a m

oderate-to-low
 reduction target is im

posed on a coal rich system
, but

less so w
hen m

ore severe abatem
ent is required. S

ubstitution w
ith natural gas reduces the

electricity consum
ption in residential and com

m
ercial sectors under all K

yoto+
 scenarios.

U
nder the N

orth A
m

erican cooperation scenario, there are heavy im
ports of electricity

from
 Q

uebec (F
igure 4), w

hich quickly clim
b up to 100 P

J per year and reach over 500 P
J
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in the year 2020. Under cooperation with India, imports of electricity reduce to zero in
later years.

India
In the base case, the fast economic growth results primarily in the use of the only
abundant domestic resource, coal (Figure 13). On the average, coal constitutes a little
under half the commercial primary energy consumption in the base case. The aggregate
primary energy, coal consumption, and annual GHG emissions, all increase about three
folds over the next forty years (much less than GDP, which increases about five fold).
Domestic natural gas runs out in year 2020. The coal based electricity generation capacity
approaches the 150 GW mark in 2030 (which is less than half the existing coal based
capacity in USA today). This capacity meets about 60% of the entire electricity
requirement. The preponderance of coal in the electricity sector, coupled with the fact that
Indian emissions are restricted only to those in the base case scenario, makes India a
prominent seller of GHG permits to Annex I countries such as the USA and Canada.

Under cooperative JM with North America, coal stabilizes at a little under the 1990 level
beyond year 2010 (Figure 14), a dramatic change from base case. The shares of natural
gas, nuclear and renewable energy increase. By year 2030, Indian emissions are only 65%
of those in the base case (Figure 15). Almost the entire reduction originates in the
electricity generation sector. This is a favorable condition for India, as it is far easier for
the Indian government to influence the power sector decisions rather than the fast
growing, liberalized end-use sectors. The industrial sector also makes a contribution, as
natural gas and commercial biomass substitute about 10% of the coal over the entire
horizon. The main transformation in the electricity sector is the partial replacement of
coal technology with natural gas based fuel cells (Figure 16). Some increases in hydro,
nuclear and other renewable sources (wind, solar) complement the fuel cell development.
The present technology mix changes somewhat prior to 2010, and in a big way in year
2010, giving India sufficient time to plan for a Joint Mitigation possibility. The increased
consumption of natural gas exhausts the domestic reserves five years earlier than the base
case, and increases its average annual gas imports by about 60%.

4. Main Policy Implications and Conclusion
 For Canada
 For Canada, energy trading is more advantageous than emission trading, if the Kyoto+
target becomes a reality. However, should Permit Trading (including with non-Annex I
countries) become widespread, Canada would benefit from joining in it. Overall benefits
from permit or energy trading are appreciable, as they decrease the cost of abatement by
up to 30%. Under a joint mitigation regime, Canadian provinces would have to closely
examine the potential shifts of their gas and electricity sales, the shift being away from
US exports and towards internal markets. For Quebec hydro electricity, it is crucial to
quickly and accurately identify the exporting possibilities, and to make the correct and
timely investments in transmission line capacity (either towards Ontario or towards the
US12). The problem is less acute for the investments in hydro production capacity, since
                                                

12 An intriguing question arises concerning the possibility of building power connections that would be
usable for exports either to Ontario or to US, with minor modifications. The geography of the region does
not preclude such a robust solution, which should be studied further.

12

more capacity would be needed whether or not the generalized JM is involved. The same
is true of Alberta gas exports, which would remain fairly stable irrespective of the
destination of the exports (i.e. Eastern Canada or the US). Ontario is also affected by the
existence or non-existence of a JM scheme, but in a different way, since it is a buyer
rather than a seller of permits and energy. Ontario would react differently in the presence
of a JM scheme than without it, buying more permits in the first case, and more energy in
the latter case. Similarly, Ontario’s nuclear option is desirable only in the absence of JM.

For USA
Although the abatement costs as a proportion of the GDP are not very high, the absolute
numbers are huge. Therefore, USA has to trade a very high volume of permits to have a
significant impact on the overall costs. A non-Annex I country like India proves to be an
ideal partner for this purpose. We do not know at this time about the emission targets that
might eventually be proposed for the non-Annex I countries, but we can safely assume
that their JM potential would be high. The energy and emission trading options with
Canada have a relatively small impact, but they are certainly appealing to the states close
to Quebec, for which they represent a rather large “clean” supply source of electricity.

 For India
 A Joint Mitigation scheme such as the one analyzed in this research, would have
significant benefits for India, derived from the selling of emission permits. Although the
current Kyoto Protocol’s CDM does not quite allow such wholesale permit trading
between Annex I and non-Annex I countries, it is quite possible to identify specific
projects within India and to relate them directly to GHG abatement. Examples would be:
gas fuel cells for electricity production, solar and wind technologies, and elimination of
coal in certain industries, which would be strong candidates for CDM. Furthermore, the
profit sharing proposed in this article (based on marginal cost pricing of permits), while
perhaps not perfect, appears to be quite satisfactory for India and the USA. In order to
effect the GHG abatement under JM, India will require more than 3.5 Tcf gas imports
(annually) by year 2010, and more than twice that amount by 2030. Reliable and stable
sources of gas imports will therefore have to be secured. The economic feasibility of a 0.5
Tcf/yr. pipeline from Iran has already been established. Other sources like Turkmenistan
are being considered. LNG imports from Qatar, Malaysia, Oman, and Thailand are also
possible. The electricity prices as well as the prices of other products would increase in
India, if JM is implemented. Part of the proceeds from permit sales would have to be
recycled to alleviate socio-economic perturbations provoked by these changes.
 

Conclusion
The climate change negotiations leading to the Kyoto Protocol have progressed towards
binding emission limitations commitments by developed nations. The global cost
effectiveness of the emissions limitation shall require cooperation with developing
countries where significant, cheaper mitigation opportunities can be found due to the
rapidly changing technology stock. The analysis of this paper suggests that cooperation
between Canada (Ontatio, Quebec, and Alberta), USA, and India can generate a net
savings of $ 385 billion over the next forty years.

A vital consideration for the success of the joint mitigation programme is the sharing of
benefits. In the absence of carbon market, the sharing has to be based on the mutual
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negotiations. W
hen the carbon m

arket develops in the long run, the m
arket price of

carbon can decide the sharing of the benefits.

T
he C

D
M

/JI rules under the K
yoto protocol are still am

biguous and m
ore restrictive than

the ones assum
ed in this research. W

e treat C
D

M
 strategically and m

odel the potential
options dynam

ically and in an integrated m
anner. T

his is in contrast to the conventional
project oriented static C

D
M

 analysis that considers projects in the absence of other
options. 

A
ny 

cost-effective 
em

ission 
m

itigation 
regim

e 
w

ill 
require 

a 
sustained

cooperation am
ong nations over the next century. T

he strategic joint m
itigation shall be

critical for the success of such a regim
e. If India, w

ith other non-A
nnex I nations, has

binding m
itigation targets (below

 their base case) in the future, then the potential for
cooperation m

ay be reduced. T
his scenario can also be m

odeled by the approach follow
ed

in this paper.

W
e do not w

ant to belittle the practical difficulties that such a strategic JM
 schem

e m
ay

encounter, the m
ost obvious one being to reliably define the em

ission base line for every
non-A

nnex I country, against w
hich abatem

ent w
ill be m

easured. H
ow

ever, w
e do think

that our schem
e is a w

ay to discover and evaluate globally cost-effective abatem
ent

strategies, a very desirable goal indeed, and one that is explicitly m
entioned in the

U
N

F
C

C
C

 (1992).

T
he uncertainties on future events, including the targets and tim

etables, can be m
odeled

by the stochastic M
A

R
K

A
L m

odels for the three countries. T
his is on our agenda for

short-term
 future w

ork. B
esides, an im

portant im
provem

ent for future analysis shall be
the inclusion of G

H
G

 sinks in the M
A

R
K

A
L database in all m

odels.
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